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introduction, and its terminology replace the meaningless terms 
like " elephant's breath," etc., introduced in trade, it would have 
a very beneficial effect. As to the correctness of the colors we 
cannot in all cases decide. We have never seen clothes worn as 
long as the famous ones of the Spanish queen, but should judge 
that the representation of " Isabella color" was about the hue 
that linen would assume under such conditions. 

The only bibliographical omission we observe is the absence 
of reference to the two handsome volumes of Hay. 

The remainder of the book is more especially suited for the 
ornithologist. It contains a vocabulary of the technical terms 
used in descriptive ornithology, which occupies fifty-eight pages ; 
tables for the conversion of metric into English measures, and 
others for reducing inches to millimetres. The seven plates 
which illustrate this part of the book give the parts of a bird 
named. The portions of the head, shapes of wings, different 
markings of feathers, shapes of eggs, and comparisons of milli- 
metres with English and French inches. The most noticeable 
omissions in these plates are those of the shapes of bills and 
feet. The work is well printed and bound, and will doubtless 
find a sale among others than the ornithologists, for whom it is 
specially intended. 
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GENERAL NOTES. 

GEOLOGY AND PALAEONTOLOGY. 

Notes upon Warping of the Earth's Crust in its Relation to 
the Origin of the Basins of the Great Lakes. — Evidence of 
unequal oscillation of continental areas, producing warping of 
the crust of the earth in the valley of the Mississippi and in the 
basins of the Great Lakes, is of importance. Numerous borings 
have been made by the Mississippi River Commission — along 
the course of the Mississippi River, and on its flood-plains be- 
tween Lake Providence, La., and New Madrid, Mo. — that have 
passed through the alluvium and entered the Lignitic clays, 
which Mr. Wilson (of the Commission) identified as those of the 
Lignitic (Eocene) group of Professor Hilgard. 

From measurements of these borings, given in the Report of 
the Commission for 1881, I have found that the slope of the bed 
of the preglacial valley, for a distance of three hundred miles 
below New Madrid, is only 0.41 foot per mile, while that of the 
modern surface throughout the same region is 0.62 foot. Between 
Lake Providence and the Gulf the slope of the surface is only 



